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10, 2000, Art and Ida will be honored for their
exemplary and dedicated service to Northwest
Indiana and to the State of Israel. Their
praiseworthy efforts will be recognized at the
annual Northwest Indiana-Israel Dinner of
State, as they receive the Jerusalem-City of
Peace Award. The State of Israel Bond pre-
sents the City of Peace Award to worthy re-
cipients who demonstrate their dedication and
outstanding service to Israel and their commu-
nity.

This year’s recipients, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Ander Friedman, are two of the most caring,
dedicated, and selfless citizens of Indiana’s
First Congressional District. Art and Ida hail
from Hammond, Indiana and Davenport, Iowa,
respectively. Art is a World War II Veteran,
and proudly served under General Patton in
the European Theater. He is actively involved
in several organizations, including B’nai B’rith,
his Synagogue’s Men’s Club, and the Marcus-
Wallack Heart Fund. Ida shares Art’s dedica-
tion to Northwest Indiana and the Jewish com-
munity there, and invests extraordinary time
and energy in important community and na-
tional groups. She has been active in Jewish
Women International, the Synagogue’s Sister-
hood, Hadassah, and the Marcus-Wallack
Heart Fund.

While serving the greater community has al-
ways been an extremely important part of the
Friedmans’ lives, their dedication to their fam-
ily is unparalleled. Art and Ida have three won-
derful, grown children, Gary, Richard, and Ste-
ven. Their four grandchildren are constant
sources of pride and happiness.

The special guest at this gala event will be
Mr. Morton Klein. Mr. Klein is the National
President of the Zionist Organization of Amer-
ica. He is a strong defender of Israel and a re-
spected leader in the American Jewish com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker., I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
Art and Ida Friedman for their lifetime of serv-
ice, success, and dedication to Indiana’s First
Congressional District and the State of Israel.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
commend the Honorable Cosme Sanchez, Jr.
on his outstanding commitment to public serv-
ice. Mr. Sanchez has spent over three dec-
ades serving his community, most recently as
Costilla County Treasurer. Mr. Sanchez has
also served as County Appraiser and Town
Clerk and Municipal Judge for the town of San
Luis.

The Honorable Mr. Sanchez has served the
citizens of Costilla County exceptionally well in
his roles as a public servant. Citizens such as
Mr. Sanchez, that are willing to spend so
much of their lives serving the public, are the
reason that the state of Colorado is the great
state that it is. Costilla County is privileged to
have had such an upstanding public servant
as Mr. Sanchez.

I would like to congratulate Mr. Sanchez on
his commitment to bettering his community
through public service. I wish him the best in
his future endeavors.
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Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

recognize the splendid efforts and notable ac-
complishments of an extraordinary woman in
the 1st Congressional District of Colorado. It is
both fitting and proper that we recognize this
community leader for her exceptional record of
civic leadership and invaluable service. It is to
commend this outstanding citizen that I rise to
honor Polly Baca.

Polly Baca has amassed a distinguished
record of leadership in our community and
service to our nation. Ms. Baca grew up in
Greeley Colorado and where she attended
high school. After graduating from Colorado
State University with a degree in political
science, she began her professional career as
an editorial assistant for a labor union in
Washington, DC. During the Johnson Adminis-
tration, she served as a Public Information Of-
ficer for a key White House Agency and after
serving on the campaign staff for the late Sen-
ator Robert F. Kennedy, she served as the Di-
rector of Research and Information for the Na-
tional Council of La Raza.

Poly Baca has always been a trailblazer and
upon returning to Colorado, she was elected
to the Colorado House of Representatives and
was the first woman elected to chair the
House Democratic Caucus. She was subse-
quently elected to the Colorado Senate and
became the first minority woman and the first
and only Hispanic woman to serve in this body
and the first Hispanic woman to serve in lead-
ership in a State Senate in the U.S.

Prior to joining the Clinton Administration,
Ms. Baca was the Executive Director of the
Colorado Hispanic Institute, a non-profit entity
dedicated to developing cultural competence
and multicultural leadership. She went on to
serve as the Director of the U.S. Office of
Consumer Affairs and in that capacity, she
chaired the Consumer Affairs Council and the
U.S. delegation to the Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development’s Com-
mittee on Consumer Policy. Subsequently, Ms.
Baca was appointed Regional Administrator of
the General Services Administration in the six-
state Rocky Mountain Region and is the first
minority woman and the first Hispanic woman
to be appointed to this position.

Ms. Baca is nationally known for her leader-
ship skill and has extensive experience in for-
eign affairs and is a noted international speak-
er as well. She has lectured in Japan and the
Philippines on the American political system
and the role of racial and ethnic Americans
and women in the American socio-political and
economic systems. Currently, Ms. Baca is the
CEO of Sierra Baca Services which is a firm
specializing in multicultural leadership devel-
opment and diversity training.

Her commitment and service has earned
her several awards including being inducted
into the Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame and
into the National Hispanic Hall of Fame as an
original member. She received the Small Busi-
ness Administrator’s Advocate of the Year
Award for Colorado and the Leadership Award
from the U.S. Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce.

Please join me in commending Polly Baca.
It is the strong leadership she exhibits on a

daily basis that continually enhances our lives
and builds a better future for all Americans.
Her life serves as an example to which we
should all aspire.
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Bishop Ricardo Henry, Pastor of the
True Vine Glorious Church of God in Christ. I
honor Bishop Henry today to celebrate with
him his 67th birthday, which occurred last
week, on September 2, 2000. Mr. Speaker,
Bishop Henry is deserving of our praise on his
birthday because he has served as a pillar of
our community, having devoted his life to serv-
ing the needs of others.

Born on September 2, 1933 on the island of
Old Providence, Colombia, Bishop Henry was
blessed with excellence, greatness, the favor
of God, love and honor, the law of kindness in
tongue, morality and character. All of these
amazing attributes are the result of a God-
centered life.

At the age of 7 months, he migrated to the
Republic of Panama, where he received his
elementary education at the Escuela Pablo
Arosemena. He obtained his high school edu-
cation at Colegio Abel Bravo and, upon grad-
uation, he pursued his formal Christian training
at Bible School in Panama from 1957 to 1958.

In 1963, he immigrated to the United States
and became a member of the Evergreen Bap-
tist Church. In 1965, he moved his member-
ship to the Sacred Heart Christian Church,
where he was ordained as a minister of the
gospel by Bishop Roden James. He was later
consecrated as a Bishop by Bishop Charles
DeGilio and Bishop Trevlen Williams. In 1986
he became a member of the Glorious Church
of God in Christ, and served as an Associate
Minister to Bishop Perry Lindsay, Sr. Ap-
pointed by Bishop Perry Lindsay, Sr., in 1997
he became Pastor of the True Vine Glorious
Church of God in Christ.

Mr. Speaker, Bishop Ricardo Henry is more
than worthy of receiving our birthday wishes,
and I hope that all of my colleagues will join
me today in honoring this truly remarkable
man.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this moment to commend the Honorable
Cleo Day on her distinguished service as Cus-
ter County Commissioner in Colorado. Serving
as County Commissioner since 1992, Ms. Day
has focused on a whole array of important
issues, including efforts to protect property
rights and helping improve the Emergency 911
service in Custer County.

Before becoming County Commissioner,
Ms. Day ran a number of small grocery stores
throughout Colorado that were committed to
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the service of the local citizens. After leaving
the grocery store business, Ms. Day ran for
County Commissioner to give back to the
community that had given so much to her. Her
commitment to the wellbeing of the citizens of
Custer County is honest and sincere and was
ever present in her everyday actions. Cleo has
served Custer County, her state and nation
admirably and she will be missed.

It is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I say thank
you and congratulations to this public servant
and wish her all the best in her future endeav-
ors.
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Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise

today to introduce a bill, along with my col-
leagues from Guam, American Samoa and
Puerto Rico, to remove the cap on Medicaid
payments to the Territories and to increase
the Medicaid statutory matching rate. Pro-
viding indigent U.S. citizens in the Territories
with the dollars necessary to adequately meet
their health care needs is not just a necessity,
but I believe is a Civil Right.

Since 1997, eliminating the disparities in
health care between the majority and minority
populations in the mainland U.S. has been a
major focus of the Clinton Administration.
While this is an important goal and one which
I wholeheartedly support, because of the cap
on Federal Medicaid assistance to the Terri-
tories, my constituents and those of my fellow
Congressional Delegates unfortunately do not
benefit very much from this effort.

The lack of adequate health care for the
over 4 million residents of the territories in
both the Pacific and the Caribbean is largely
due to the cap on federal funding in the Med-
icaid. Additionally, this fact is sadly com-
pounded because the Territories, in large
measure have not enjoyed the economic suc-
cess that the mainland U.S. is enjoying. With
reports every day of record federal budget sur-
pluses, the time is right for the Federal gov-
ernment to fulfill its commitment to the health
care needs of the people of the offshore
areas.

I urge my colleagues to join us in this effort
to address this most basic and fundamental
need of our fellow citizens.
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Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-

troducing a bill, along with my colleague, Rep-
resentative RICHARD NEAL, to end the unequal
tax treatment imposed on U.S. produced dis-
tilled spirits. At a time when other countries
adopt tax laws to favor their own domestic in-
dustries, it is ironic that current U.S. tax law
favors foreign products at the expense of
U.S.-made products. Regrettably, that is the
case with respect to distilled spirits. As mem-

bers of the Committee on Ways & Means,
both Mr. NEAL and I have worked for some-
time to correct this inequitable situation.

Current law allows wholesalers of imported
spirits to defer the federal excise tax (‘‘FET’’)
on such products until they are removed from
a custom bonded warehouse for sale to a re-
tailer. In contrast, the FET on U.S. produced
spirits must be paid ‘‘up front’’ when the
wholesaler purchases the product from a dis-
tiller; custom bonded warehouses cannot be
used for domestic distilled products. This
means that the FET on U.S. produced spirits
must be prepaid by the wholesaler, and car-
ried as a part of his inventory cost for as long
as it takes to sell that product out of his ware-
house.

Couple this disparity in time of payment with
the fact that distilled spirits are the most highly
taxed of all products, and you begin to under-
stand the seriousness of the problem. At
$13.50 per proof gallon, the FET represents
virtually 40 percent of the average whole-
saler’s inventory cost. To make matters worse,
that wholesaler will generally carry that inven-
tory for an average of 60 days before it is sold
to a retailer. The bottom line is that U.S. tax
policy favors the sale of imported spirits and
creates a significant financial burden for
wholesalers of domestic spirits—most of which
are small, family-owned businesses operating
within a single state.

For the past ten years, the wholesale tier of
this industry has advocated a tax law policy
change referred to as ‘‘All-in-Bond.’’ Mr. NEAL
and I sponsored the ‘‘Distilled Spirits Tax Sim-
plification Act’’ at the beginning of the 106th
Congress to effectuate this policy change.
Simply put, it would have permitted whole-
salers of domestic spirits to become bonded
dealers, effectively deferring payment of the
tax until sale to a retailer—as is already the
case with imported spirits.

Given the obvious inequity of current law,
the bill attracted the co-sponsorship of 75 of
our colleagues from both sides of the aisle. As
a consequence, Mr. Neal and I were success-
ful in attaching the bill to a major tax reduction
measure coming out of the Committee on
Ways & Means last summer, which was sub-
sequently approved by this body.

However, Treasury/BATF had unwarranted
concerns about noncompliance and suppliers
objected to a proposed fee that was required
to offset any revenue costs to the federal cof-
fers. As a result of these objections, we
agreed to drop the provision in conference
and go back to the drawing board to develop
a better solution to the problem.

The ‘‘Domestic Spirits Tax Equity Act’’ is
that better solution.

The purpose of this legislation is to com-
pensate wholesalers for the unequal burden
imposed on U.S. produced distilled spirits
under current law. We do so by allowing quali-
fied wholesalers of domestic spirits a prepaid
tax adjustment tax, or PTA, which is a credit
against their annual federal income tax.

The PTA is determined through a simple
formula. It is equal to 40 percent of the
amount paid for domestically produced spirits,
times the IRS’ applicable federal rate over a
60-day period. The PTA was crafted with sim-
plicity in mind. The elements of the formula
are easily verifiable and understandable by the
wholesaler and the IRS, and the formula re-
sults in an accurate overall measure of the un-
equal float costs. In addition, unlike the All-in-
Bond proposal, this bill does not change the
current FET collection system.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join
me in this effort to eliminate the unequal tax
treatment imposed on U.S. produced distilled
spirits. The PTA is a simple and targeted solu-
tion, which addresses the problem, and I look
forward to passing this measure into law.
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Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take a moment to honor a remarkable gen-
tleman, Harold Westesen, of Olathe, Colorado.
Mr. Westesen was recently honored by Mayor
Bill Patterson of the Montrose Rotary Club
who declared an official ‘‘Harold Westesen
Day’’ in Olathe. Mr. Westesen’s contributions
to the citizens of western Colorado are great
in number and deserve the recognition of Con-
gress.

Mr. Westesen came from a family where
education and hard work were part of every-
day life. Throughout his life, he has exempli-
fied these characteristics, earning two degrees
from major institutions: a Physics and an Elec-
trical Engineering degree from Colorado Col-
lege and Purdue University, respectively. After
finding competition in these fields unseemly,
Harold moved to farming in the 1930’s where
he remained for the next 40 years.

Mr. Westesen always worked hard to make
a living, but he also found time to give back
to his community. Such public works as the
Ridgeway Dam would not have been possible
if it hadn’t been for his participation. What’s
more, he spent over 25 years on the Montrose
Memorial Hospital Board improving the health
services of his community. He also spent
nearly ten years as president of the Tri-County
Water Conservancy District Board, making
sure that farmers of western Colorado re-
ceived the much needed water they deserved.

Mr. Westesen has worked hard not only for
his family but also his community. His efforts
to improve the health care and water issues
have made western Colorado a better place to
live. Mr. Westesen has gone out of his way to
make where he lives a better place for all. It
is with this, Mr. Speaker, that I say thank you
to Harold Westesen and congratulate him on
having a day named in his honor.

f

FIRST LIEUTENANT JOHN ARTHUR
KEEPNEWS, UNITED STATES MA-
RINE, MANHASSET, NEW YORK

HON. PETER T. KING
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, September 7, 2000

Mr. KING. Mr. Speaker, this year marks the
25th Anniversary of the end of the Vietnam
War. We remember the brave and gallant
service and the great sacrifice made by the
sons and daughters of our great nation who
served in that war. Even more important, we
remember the great sacrifice made by the par-
ents, spouses and families of those sons and
daughters.
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